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Affirmation Before Kol Nidre (Mahzor)

By the authority of the court on high and by the authority of this
court below, with divine consent and with consent of this
congregation, we grant permission to pray with those who have
transgressed.

Rabbi Mordechai ben Hillel HaCohen (c1240-1298 CE)

(Tracted Yoma, Shivat Yamim 147)

We enter the synagogue and lift the ban on praying with those
if those
individuals have not asked that the bans be lifted. [As is written
in Kritut 6b] ‘in the name of Rabbi Shimon Chasida, any fast that
doesn't include the sinners of Israel is not a true fast...’

individuals who violated communal decrees even

Kol Nidre (All Vows)

All vows, prohibitions, oaths, consecrations, vows that we may
vow, swear, consecrate, or prohibit upon ourselves - from this
Yom Kippur until the next Yom Kippur, may it come upon us for
good - regarding them all, we regret them henceforth. They are
all released, abandoned, cancelled, null and void, without power
and without standing. Our vows are not vows; our consecrations
are not consecrations; and our oaths are not oaths.

“By Divine Consent” | By Rivka Miriam

By divine consent and by consent of this congregation

By consent of the heavens below, by consent of heavens above
Out of the memory of the creaking of the locked gate

Out of memory of the open lips of the child when he asked-

We grant permission to be silent here in this prayer
To keep our lips shut, without releasing another word
To stand silent in mercy, in will, in fear and awe

To wrap our tongues in white drought

Like a fresh shrowd

And like a bride’s gown

That our silence be made tight and pure and like stone,
And strong and standing, like a city built firmly,

Until the hour of Neilah.
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Invitation | By Shel Silverstein

If you are a dreamer, come in,

If you are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar,

A hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer...
If you're a pretender, come sit by my fire
For we have some flax-golden tales to spin.
Come in! Come in!

I Proclaim with Complete Faith | Yehuda Amichai
| proclaim with complete faith

that prayers came before God

prayer created God

God created man

and man creates prayers

that create God who creates man.

Yom Kippur | Yehuda Amichai (Translated by Rick Black)

Yom Kippur without my father and without my mother

is not Yom Kippur.

From the blessing of their hands upon my head

only the tremor remains like the tremor of a motor

that has not stopped even after their death.

My mother died just five years ago.

She is still caught in the bureaucratic process

between the heavenly offices above and the paperwork below.
My father, who died long ago, has already been resurrected

in other places but not in my place.

Yom Kippur without my father and without my mother
is not Yom Kippur.

Therefore | eat in order to remember

and drink in order not to forget

and arrange the vows

and classify the oaths by time and degree.

By day we cried out, “Forgive us,”

and in the evening we cried, “Open the gates of heaven for us,”
but | say forget for our sake, forget us, leave us be

at the time of the locking of the gates, for the day is done.

The last rays of sunlight are shattered

in the synagogue’s stained-glass window.

The sunlight is not shattered,

we are shattered,

the word “shattered” is shattered.
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From “Jerusalem 1967”
Yehuda Amichai

On Yom Kippur in 1967, the Year of Forgetting, | put on

my dark holiday clothes and walked to the Old City of Jerusalem.
For a long time | stood in front of an Arab’s hole-in-the-wall shop,
not far from the Damascus Gate, a shop with

buttons and zippers and spools of thread

in every colour and snaps and buckles.

A rare light and many colours, like an open Ark.

| told him in my heart that my father too

had a shop like this, with thread and buttons.

| explained to him in my heart about all the decades

and the causes and the events, why | am now here

and my father’s shop was burned there and he is buried here.
When [ finished, it was time for the Closing of the Gates prayer.
He too lowered the shutters and locked the gate

and | returned, with all the worshippers, home.

From Night by Elie Wiesel
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One day, as we returned from work, we saw three gallows, three black ravens, erected on the

Appelplatz. Roll call. The SS surrounding us, machine guns aimed at us: the usual ritual. Three

prisoners in chains — and, among them, the little child, the sad-eyed angel. The SS seemed more

preoccupied, more worried, than usual. To hang a child in front of thousands of onlookers was not a

small matter. The head of the camp read the verdict. All eyes were on the child. He was pale,

almost calm, but he was biting his lips as he stood in the shadow of the gallows. This time, the

Lagerkapo refused to act as executioner. Three SS took his place. The three condemned prisoners

together stepped onto the chairs. In unison, the nooses were placed around their necks. “Long live

1

liberty

shouted the two men. But the boy was silent. “Where is merciful God, where is He?”

someone behind me was asking. At the signal, the three chairs were tipped over. Total silence in the

camp. On the horizon, the sun was setting. “Caps off!” screamed the Lageralteste. His voice

quivered. As for the rest of us, we were weeping. “Cover your heads!” Then came the march past

the victims. The two men were no longer alive. Their tongues were hanging out, swollen and bluish.

But the third rope was still moving: the child, too light, was still breathing... And so he remained for

more than half an hour, lingering between life and death, writhing before our eyes. And we were

forced to look at him at close range. He was still alive when | passed him. His tongue was still red,

his eyes not yet extinguished. Behind me, | heard the same man asking: “For God’s sake, where is

God?” And from within me, | heard a voice answer: “Where is He? This is where — hanging here from

these gallows...”
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Rabbi Elimelech and the Tailor (As told by S. Y. Agnon in Days of Awe)

Once, on the eve of Yom Kippur, a group of students asked the great Rabbi Elimelech of Lizensk what
a pious Jew should do on Erev Yom Kippur. “If you want to know,” the rabbi replied, “go to the tailor
living on the outskirts of town.”

So the students travelled to the tailor’s house, and peered through his window. At first, they were
bored watching the usual holiday preparations and rituals. But late that night, once the house was
quiet, the tailor went to the closet and took out a notebook. Holding the book high over his head,
the tailor declared, “Master of the Universe, now the time has come for You and me to reckon our
accounts, to tally our sins for the past year.” And so the tailor began to list each and every sin he had
committed the previous year, each of which was recorded in the notebook. Then he went back to the
closet, put the notebook away, and took out a much larger, heavier, thicker notebook. Struggling,
trying to hold up the notebook, the tailor declared, “Oh God, first | recounted all my sins. Now I list
yours.” And the tailor began to list all the suffering, all the tragedy in the world. And then the tailor
continued, “Master of the Universe, in truth it appears you owe me more than | owe you. But I'd
rather not keep strict accounts. This is a time of forgiveness. So why don’t | just forgive you, and you
forgive me.” He then poured a glass of brandy, made a blessing and said aloud “L'chaim, Master of
the Universe! We forgive one another for what we have sinned, and all our sins, both mine and
yours, are annulled, as if they never were.” He then drank and ate a festive meal.

The students returned to their rabbi and told him what they saw and heard. They recounted what
awful and chutzpah-ful things the tailor had done before God. The rabbi replied to them: “Know that
the Holy Blessed One Himself comes to hear the words of the tailor every year, which are said so
purely and simply, and because of his words, peace is kept in the world.”

The Flute

Meir was a good boy. He always listened to his parents and helped out around the house, but no
matter how hard he tried, he wasn’t able to speak. Instead of going to school, Meir tended his
father’s cows. Every morning he led them to a meadow, where he would take out his flute and play
them the most beautiful tunes. When he put his flute away, the cows knew it was time to go home.

Meir was thirteen when his father took him to the Ba’al Shem Tov on Yom Kippur. “Maybe the
presence of such a great man will do Meir some good,” his father thought. For a while, it even
seemed to work. Meir was excited to be in the same synagogue as the Ba’al Shem Tov, but he was
also very sad that he didn’t know how to pray.

As the long service came to an end, Meir had an idea. Reaching into his pocket, he pulled out his
flute and began to play. “This is how even | can pray,” he thought proudly, and played a note as
strong as he could. No one agreed, though; in fact, the entire congregation was outraged. How dare
this boy disturb their prayers?

They jumped up from their seats to throw Meir and his father out of the synagogue. Even the Ba’al
Shem Tov rushed toward them.

The Baal Shem Tov looked at Meir and hugged him. “Thank you,” he said. “All Yom Kippur | wondered
whether our prayers would be answered. We said all the words, but we lacked the passion. Then |
heard your flute, so simple and sincere, and | knew our prayers would be answered.”

The Ba’al Shem Tov turned to the congregation. “I see you’ve risen to thank this boy. After all, his
flute opened the Gates of Heaven to our prayers.”
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“And whom, may | ask, is the addressee”? | Muki Tsur (Yom Kippur, 2009)

To whom are we sending these letters of ours? What is the prayer’s address? Who is the sender?
Who is the recipient? Are there indications within the prayer of an identification with that which we
are not -- speech in the framework of love towards the other? Perhaps prayer flows from the human
encounter between fragile human beings whose hearts know many crevices, and who admire the
distant lights of a star.

Is responsibility towards the other revealed through prayer -- the other being the root of
responsibility? Does prayer foster sensitivity to the other? Or is prayer a soulful reflective experience
that highlights the place in which the pray-er stands, and through which she requests salvation for
herself, regardless of those around her? Salvation for her, being the release and infinite enlargement
of the self, through a refusal to stand behind the other, given that responsibility is the ability to stand
behind your own actions. Is prayer about “standing before”, in advance of “standing behind”? But
then again, standing behind (me-achorei mInKn) is the root of responsibility (achrayut ninnNx).

Everything points us towards the need for a dialogue, one that is also a human encounter. With the
text as the point of departure.

But what text? Is the sanctified text the uncontested point of departure? Is no other text worthy?
When we pray, will we study the text as a historical document that will teach us to listen precisely to
the reality that surrounds us, and to discover, through a quest for the reality that informed the text in
its own time, our need to read our own reality and the moral demands that it raises? Or must the
text be raised as it was handed down through the generations, with no concern for the different
stations through which it passed. This stemming from an assumption that the large distance allows
the text to be read more as an open interpretation, which then allows it to be transformed into a
mirror for every agitated soul, or to be sung as a soothing song that through awesome words will
accompany those souls who have been asleep for a while

We mustn’t say all the words without believing in a single one of them, just as we mustn’t lock away
the prayer books out of fear that we will get caught by the faith police that roams the
neighbourhoods. We must be those who aspire not to be an obstacle in the path of those who seek,
so that they not lose man, despite his weakness.

We must draw fully from music, art, theatre, art, literature, and traditional prayer books; from the
stories of the chassidim and the stories of the mitnagdim, from Natan Alterman and Lea Goldberg,
from Abba Kubner and Dahlia Rabikovitch, from Haim Nahman Bialik and the labour of gathering and
creativity.

Martin Buber said that you don’t create culture through a pre-made plan. It will not flourish that way.
But he said this in his seventies. As a young man, he dared put up an art exhibition at the Zionist
Congress, to show us and the citizens of Zionism, that culture always suffers from a long pregnancy. It
too comes through a moment of decision, a moment of will and daring. In a pregnancy, many are the
fears; the sense of the future is strong yet too mysterious, it must not be rushed in an artificial way.
One must prepare birth certificates so that it will be possible to nurture growth and repair.
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Who Established The Daily Prayers?
Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 26b

It was stated: Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: the prayers were
instituted by the Patriarchs. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: the prayers
were instituted based on the daily sacrificial offerings

It was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, and it was taught in a baraita in accordance
with the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi.

It was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina: Abraham instituted the morning prayer, as
it is stated: “And Abraham rose early in the morning to the place where
he had stood (‘amad Tny) [before the Lord]” (Genesis 19:27), and, the
verb standing (‘amida nT'My) means nothing other than prayer (tfilah
N'7'oM), as it is stated: “And Pinehas stood up (vaya’amod Timy') and
prayed (vayfalel 7791)” (Psalms 106:30).

Leah Goldberg - “Prayer”

Teach me, my God to bless, to pray

on the secret of a withered leaf, on the glow of a ripe fruit,
on this freedom: to see, to feel, to breathe,

to know, to wish, to fail.

Teach my lips blessing and song of praise,
renewing your time each morning, each night,
lest my day today be as yesterday

lest my day be for me simply habit.

BB i ovEMENT FOR f BINA - The Jewish Movement for Social Change

MI7'9NA DX ['N '
2"y D np1a L2 TN

INK X120 272 '01 20, INNR
.DIPN NIAX NI79N

T220 NI7ON X 17 A VUIN' N
.DNRPN |'T'AN

,X1'10 202 'OI' AT NI KN
A7 2 YU T NI KNI
:X1'JN 272 'O 2T NI KN

NKIY NN N79N [i77 DNNAR

DIZNN 7X 1722 DNNAX DY~
X7N "DTMY” 'RIL,70W TAY TWUN
0oN1's TAY'I” :NNXIY ,N79N
7791

"a%7'on" - 212 T7IA XY

779n01112 07,1 TAY
79219 AN 7y Mg Ny Tio 7y
,UINYT N7 :NNTY DNnn 7y
AN it nyT? 07

790 Y1 NI MIN9Y NX Y
,7'7 DY 72 DY 20T YTNNNR
.DiYYy 7inn? Di'd it N 7Y
A0 mi Y N Y



